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work again. For the purpose of tracing the after-histories 
Dr. Staub continues to keep in correspondence with about
600 patients who have been at the sanatorium. Of the 
patients who were under treatment two years ago, 62 per
cent. were still fit for work ; of those who were under treat-
ment three, four, and five years ago the corresponding
numbers fell to 52, 48, and 43 per cent. respectively. It was
instructive to note the relation of those cases to the different

stages of consumption. Of the patients in the first stage,
from 79 to 90 per cent. were still at work from three to six

years after admission, while of those in the second stage
from 38 to 62 per cent. and of those in the third stage only
from 6 to 24 per cent. were able to work. From this it

appeared that even some almost hopeless cases could be
rescued. As there were often 50 cases waiting for admission
Dr. Staub was proposing to discharge slight cases which
were making satisfactory progress after two months’ treat-
ment. The good results of the Bernese Sanatorium in

Heiligenschwende encouraged him to take this step in the
interest of urgent cases waiting for admission.

Ziirich, June 20th. 
_________________

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

-Destruetion of Mosqicitoes in New Jersey.
OWING to the swamps which abound in parts of New Jersey

mosquitoes are present in the summer in countless swarms
and are responsible for the malaria which is so prevalent.
During the past few years attempts have been made to
diminish the number of these pests but owing to the efforts
being limited in their scope but little success has attended
them. Drainage on a wide scale is the only sure means of
abolishing mosquitoes. The Board of Health of Elizabeth,
New Jersey, has recently decided to drain the low-lying
meadows between that town and Newark. A sum sufficient
to do about two-thirds of the necessary work this season has
been appropriated, while the Central Railroad of New Jersey
will be requested to cooperate to the extent of placing
culverts under road bed wherever the ditching plan will
render that needful.

Insanity in New York State.
The New York State Charities Aid Association has sub-

mitted recently to the State Commission of Lunacy a report
which shows that in New York State the total number of
insane persons in State hospitals and licensed private
asylums on Oct. lst, 1904, was 26,861, an increase of 927
over the figures for the previous year. Of this whole
number 25,019 were in the 14 State hospitals. An important
feature of the report is the recommendation that improve-
ment should be made in the methods of deporting insane
aliens and that in the case of such persons there should be
more cooperation between the State hospitals and the United
States immigration authorities. The State Charities Aid
Association asserts that it has found that insane aliens

deported by the Government have not always reached their
homes as promptly as they should have done and on more
than one occasion they have not reached their homes at all.
When the census was taken it was found that the insane

population of Manhattan, containing 2,139,632 people, was
7427, while Long Island, with a population of 1,555,152, had
4168 insane.

Alcoholism and Insanity.
The May number of the New York Post- Grad2tate Journal 

is wholly devoted to articles from the clinic of Dr. Joseph
Collins, professor of nervous diseases in the New York Pot-
Graduate School. The first article is on the Comparative
Anatomy of the Anterior Cerebral Artery and is by Dr.
William Leseur. This article is exhaustive and accurate
and beautifully illustrated. Perhaps the most interesting
article of the series is that by Dr. Collins on the Commoner
Varieties of Alcoholic Insanity. He maintains that the
intemperate use of alcohol is directly or indirectly the

commonest cause of insanity. Indeed, he goes so far as to
say that it is nearly the sole cause, and that if tl e

drinking of alcohol were stamped out for a century insanity
would undoubtedly shrink 75 per cent. Dr. Collins also
points out that it is not so much the amount of alcohol that
a person consumes a-s the idiosyncrasy of the consumer that
stands in causal relationship to insanity.

Fear inspired by Cats.
Dr. Weir-Mitchell has written on the above subject in a

recent number of American Medicine. He states that at
least one-fourth of his cases of cat terror in grave forms
is a family peculiarity. Five in a family of seven had it.
In another case, a maternal grandfather, two great aunts, an
uncle, and a sibter were all thus troubled, and in other
families where one had it, at least one other, brother or
sister, was more or less affected. Sex appears to have no
marked influence but the extreme symptoms are more

frequent in women. Dr. Mitchell concludes that the cat
emanations may affect the nervous system through the nasal
membrane, although unrecognised as odours. A susceptible
person who is told that a cat is near when none is in the
room may experience the same unpleasant consequences as
when the cat is present. It is perhaps worthy of note that
many of the victims of cat fear declare that even strange
cats seem to have an unusual desire to be near them, jump
on their laps, and follow them.

Milk-supply in New York.
The Governor of New York State has signed a Bill

requiring owners or operators of milk stations for the sale
of milk or the shipping of milk to cities to procure licences
from the State Commissioner of Agriculture. The applicant
must file an affidavit declaring that he will not participate
in or permit adulteration of milk at his station.
June 10th. 

__________________

NOTES FROM INDIA.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

The Directorship of the Pasteur Institnte, Kasauli.
Co’onel D. Semple, who has just retired from the Royal

Army Medical Corps, will remain as director of the Pasteur
Institute, Kasauli. His salary has been fixed at Rs. 2COO
per mensem. This is very satisfactory as the work of the
institute has developed very largely under Colonel Semple’s
management and a great variety of experimental, as well
as instructional, work is being conducted. Madras is pro-
vided for with the King Institute and Bombay with the
Plague Research Laboratory but Bengal is at present
neglected. In this last presidency very little encourage-
ment seems to be given to original workers. There are no
men regularly told off for research work and there is no

properly equipped laboratory for experimental work. For
such a large province and with such an enormous population
and for a presidency which prides itself upon attracting
the pick of the services this absence of encouragement to
original work is hardly creditable.

5000 Deaths a Day from Plague : the Course of the
Epidemic.

Over 5000 deaths a day are still recorded as the ravages of
plague. There has been a decline in the mortality during
the last few weeks and a further decline may be expected.
The Punjab returned 25,340 deaths for the week ending
May 20th, as compared with 29,385 deaths for the
previous seven days ; United Prcvinces, 5132, as against
9220 ; Bengal, 1069, as against 1660 ; Rajputana, 2142,
as against 3292; Bombay districts, 585, as against 838;
Burmah, 58, as against 74 ; Kashmir, 200, as against 295 ;
Bombay city, 594, as against 679 ; and Calcutta, 172, as
against 324. The decline is general and belongs, therefore,
to the life of the outbreak, whatever determines its course.
The general recrudescence of plague throughout India,
which seems now to occur regularly every spring, follows a
very similar course to the annual outbreaks which show
themselves in Calcutta and Bombay, and these in their turn
are like the less extensive outbursts which occur in the
smaller towns, the only difference being that the larger the
area or the population affected the less rapid are  the rise and
fall and the longer is the duration of the outbreak.
June 2nd. 

________________

AUSTRALIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Infantile Mortality.
SOME time ago the Government statist for Victoria took

exception to a statement by your correspondent as to the
excessive infantile mortality in Australia and said that com-
pared with other countries it was not excessive. While it may
not be relatively excessive it is sufficiently high to call


